CHAPTER II
SCHOOL DAYS
"Ye Presences of IsTature in the sky
And on the earth !    Ye visions of the hills
And Souls of lonely places !   can I think
A vulgar hope was yours when ye employed
Such ministry ? "
WORDS WORTH'S Prelude.
THE training of a little Welsh. Nonconformist
child in a village Church School must lead either
to submission or to revolt. In most cases it
leads to submission. In this case it led to revolt.
That is what makes the story of David Lloyd
George worth telling.
To subject children of one faith to the religious
discipline of another in a school subsidised by
the State was, and still is, part of the ordinary
machinery of life in this island ; and it is gener-
ally acquiesced in by children, who as a rule
suffer from a great fear of varying from their
kind.
But in this case there were influences behind
the boy which suggested the thought of injustice:
and there is no more flaming thought in the mind
of a young child. There was the uncle in the
workshop, type of the heroic and the divine; he
was against the system, and did not hesitate to
say so in the presence of the boys. Then there
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